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(Smoke from a Smoldering Fire Threatens Sleeping Occupant)

On Saturday, March 4at 4:55 am, Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue unitsrevdispatched to a possible structure
fire at 12085 SW Sagehen Street in Beaverton afteighbor called 9-1-1 reporting a smoke alarnmdimg.

Upon arrival, Engine 66 found light gray smoke cogiirom the front door of a 3-story condominium.
Firefighters entered the home and found moderatksiihroughout the structure. They located a fira i
sofa/recliner in the living room on the second flobthe home, and extinguished it using a waténgxisher.
Firefighters searching the unit, found a male oectiin bed on the®floor. He was assisted out of the
condominium and treated for smoke inhalation by Ryfaramedics. As a precaution he was transported to

Providence St. Vincent Medical Center for furthealaation.

Firefighters removed the sofa from the condomintaransure any smoldering remnants were completely

extinguished. Damage to the sofa and surroundirget# estimated at $8,500.

A fire investigator determined that the most prdeaiause of the fire was a smoldering cigarettehhd fallen

into—and eventually ignited—the sofa cushions. T\R&eminds individuals of the following facts:

» Cigarettes are the leading cause of fatal firakénU.S., killing between 700-900 smokers—and
nonsmokers—each year.

» Therisk of dying in a home structure fire causgadimoking materials rises with age. Between 20@B an

2006, approximately 36% of fatal smoking-materniad ¥/ictims were age 65 or older.

* Forty (40) percent of fatal home smoking-mateiiia ¥ictims were sleeping when injured; thirty-fquercent

were attempting to escape, to fight the fire, aretscue others.

* Mattresses and bedding, upholstered furniture tiasth are the items most commonly ignited in sngkin

material home fires.
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