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TVF&R Receives 
Superior Credit Rating
TVF&R is pleased to announce that its credit 
quality rating remains at the highest rate 
possible—Aaa. The District was evaluated 
in May by Moody’s Investor’s Service in 
preparation for its capital bond sale.

Moody’s noted that “TVF&R continues to 
demonstrate prudent management and 
maintain its strong financial position.” The 
strong credit rating came into play when 
the District sold $23.5 million of the $77.5 
million of bonds approved by voters in 2006. 
Qualifying bond underwriters competed for the 
bonds by submitting interest rate proposals. 
Debra Guzman, TVF&R Chief Financial 
Officer, states, “Receiving the Aaa rating 
ensured our taxpayers received the lowest 
possible interest rate and is affirmation that we 
are managing our operations in a manner that 
best serves our citizens.”

Up in Smoke
One in ten fires in Oregon is started by 
a cigarette. TVF&R knows firsthand the 
seriousness of cigarette-caused fires. Since 
January, crews have responded to seven 
fires caused by cigarettes for a total of 
$(loss). One in ten fires in Oregon is started 
by a cigarette. In the past several months, 
TVF&R has responded to seven structure 
fires started by cigarettes. These fires killed 
a woman in Tigard and caused more than 
$600,000 in damage. 

 “These fires are tragic and preventable,” 
says TVF&R Fire Marshal Steve Forster. 
“Many of these fires were started when 
smokers used what they thought was a safe 
ashtray.” According to the Oregon State 
Fire Marshal’s Office, from 2005-2009 there 
were approximately 6,400 cigarette fires in 
Oregon. These fires were responsible for 34 
deaths, 133 injuries, and an estimated $20 
million in property loss. Eighty-two percent of 
these fires started outside a home. 

TVF&R reminds you to use caution when 
smoking and discarding cigarettes. A cigarette 
is, in essence, an open flame.

q	Extinguish and discard your cigarettes in  
	 an ashtray or appropriate metal container 	
	 with a lid. 

q	Do not overload your ashtrays. A still-lit 		
	 cigarette can ignite old cigarette butts.

q	Do not use plastic or plant containers as 		
	 an ashtray. Potting soil contains organic 		
	 material and can ignite. 

q	Consider soaking cigarettes in water 		
	 before discarding. 

q	Never smoke in bed or when drowsy. 

Your Bond Dollars at Work 
Making Good on our Commitment!
In 2006, voters approved TVF&R’s Bond Measure 34-133. This $77.5 million bond is funding 
construction projects and apparatus purchases for all communities served by TVF&R. The average 
cost to the typical homeowner is approximately $29/year over the expected repayment of the 
bonds. The bonds are being sold in phases to coincide with the planned projects. To date, TVF&R 
has sold $72.5 million dollars of bonds.

TVF&R is incredibly thankful for the community’s support and has worked hard to maximize the 
taxpayers’ investment. Not only have our projects been on time and on budget, we have saved 
money by bundling construction contracts and participating in competitive bond sale processes. 

Below is the status of the projects supported by our voters. For more details, visit tvfr.com.

Rebuild Existing Fire Stations
Over half of TVF&R’s stations—many built before 1960—have operational and safety deficiencies 
and are unable to house modern firefighting apparatus. The bond is rebuilding the following fire 
stations to help ensure firefighters can better serve their community day-to-day and following an 
earthquake. 

						     Completed	 In Progress	 Planned

		  Progress 	 l

		  West Linn Bolton	 l

		  West Linn Willamette	 l

		  Oak Hills/Bethany		  l

		  West Slope*		  l

		  North Wilsonville/South Operating Center		  l

		  King City*			   l
		  *Stations originally slated to have operational and safety deficiencies corrected, but will be rebuilt due to long-term  
		   cost-savings and operational benefit.

Correct Operational and Safety Deficiencies at Fire Stations
Some older fire stations with operational and safety deficiencies will be updated. These updates 
include seismic reinforcement to help ensure firefighters can serve their community following an 
earthquake or other major emergency. Stations planned to be upgraded include:  

						     Completed	 In Progress	 Planned

		  South Beaverton	 l	

		  Tualatin	 l

		  Downtown Tigard			   l

		  South Wilsonville			   l

		  Rock Creek/Somerset			   l

		  Cooper Mountain			   l

Purchase Emergency Response Apparatus  

Regular maintenance and timely replacement of apparatus is key to quickly responding to 
emergencies. The bond is purchasing replacement apparatus over time, as existing front-line 
apparatus reach the end of their lifespan. This includes:    
		 l	Engines/Trucks
		l	Medic Units	
		 l	Paramedic Cars	
		 l	Rehab Units	
		 l	Fire Investigation Unit		
		 l	Heavy Rescue		
		 l	Wildland Units			 
		 l	Command Vehicles			 

Relocate TVF&R’s Command and Business Operations Center
TVF&R’s previous center in Aloha, was originally built in 1979 to support five fire stations. The bond 
enabled TVF&R to move its command and business operations to a centrally-located site in Tigard, 
where it can better serve TVF&R’s community, 21 fire stations, and nine cities. The seismically-
hardened facility will also serve as TVF&R’s Emergency Operations Center in a major emergency  
or disaster.

						     Completed	 In Progress	 Planned

		  Tigard	 l

Purchase Land for Fire Stations
Land has been or may be purchased to site current and future fire stations.     

						     Completed	 In Progress	 Planned

		  North Tigard	 l

		  North Bethany	 l

		  Aloha	 l

		  Southwest Bull Mountain			   TBD

Build Additional Fire Stations
The decision to build and staff a fire station is based upon many factors including incident data, 
population growth, response times, and the needs and resources of the greater community. Bonds 
were used to build a fire station in north Tigard where emergency response times exceeded eight 
minutes, and may be used to build a station in north Bethany.    

						     Completed	 In Progress	 Planned

		  North Tigard	 l

		  North Bethany			   TBD




